great deal of research work on sugarcane was also done during
the year under report. At Coimbatore, the principal centre of
research in breeding, the chief development was the commence-
ment of cytological investigations on sugarcane, several wild
species of saccharum and the sugarcane-sorghum hybrids. This
work is financed by the Anperial Council of Agricultural Research
and has already yielded interesting results. Researches into the
" mosaic " disease of sugarcane, also financed by the Imperial
Council of Agricultural Research, were continued in the Myeological
Laboratory at Pusa. The dominant problem in sugarcane during
the last two years has been the steadily increasing damage caused
by insect pests. In the year under review, the loss due to pyrilla
and top-borer in the western districts of the United Provinces was
very heavy. This problem engaged the attention of the Imperial
Council of Agricultural Research, which made a grant for a special
investigation on these pests and the methods of combating them;
and work was commenced at the Imperial Institute of Agricultural
Research. Useful research work, financed by the Imperial Council
of Agricultural Research, was again carried out in the stations at
Shahjahanpur, Muzaffarnagar, Mushari (Bihar and Orissa) and
Padegaon (Bombay).

Of crops other than food crops, cotton is by far the most Cottom
important. This crop occupied 23.83 million acres in 1934-35,
compared with 24.14 million acres in 1933-34. The area under
cotton has thus been practically constant for the last three years.
Production was estimated at 4,807,000 bales in 1934-35, as against
5,068,000 bales in 1933-34. The world's mill consumption of Indian
cotton rose to 5,599,000 bales, an increase of a million bales over the
1933-34 consumption. These figures do not include consumption in
Germany, which is usually about 200,000 bales.

The Indian Central Cotton Committee completed another year
of useful work and steady progress. Its efforts were directed
chiefly to the replacement of short-staple cottons by long or medium
staple strains and to the protection of areas growing superior cotton
from the importation of inferior varieties for purposes of adultera-
tion or substitution. The Committee also took steps to secure the
elimination, by local legislation of two varieties of inferior
cotton, namely, Oarrow Hill in the Central Provinces and Berar and
Goghari in the Surat tract, which constituted a menace to the